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REASONS for Preſerving the Publick Market of Blackwell- 
| Hall, and reftraining the Levant Company of Merchants from de- 
| ferring their Shipping as long as they pleaſe. #95 7 
of £997 

Humbly Offerd to the PARLIAMENT, 
JT Life of Trade depends upon an equal Encouragement to all Perſons that are 


/þ 
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Inſtruments of its Promotion: And the Variety of Circumſtances that make an 

Odds in Buying and Selling (the tender part of Trade) are ſo many, that nothin 

but a Publick Market can make an equal Ballance, where alone the Buyer _-7 
Seller are upon equal Ground. The Buildings of Blackwel-Hall (fairly accommodated to 
Trade) are now become no more (for the moſt part in Merchants Cloth) than a Reception 
to collect a Duty out of the Cloth, and then ſent by FaQtors and others into private Houſes 
for a Sale, and the Maker become an unconcera'd Perſon in the Sale of his own Goods, 


ſcarce a Merchant appearing at this publick Market. 
The Hardſhips upon the Clothiers from this Alteration, which is about twenty or thirty 


Years, are chiefly theſe: 

1. He can never know what Quantities of Cloth of any ſort is upon Hand to be ſold, 
which i$z great light for his Government in holding up the Price of his Goods ; whilſt the 
Merchafits and Packers are well enough converſant in this Point : Nay, the Packers many 
times magnihie their Stock of Cloth, to give the Merchants Encouragement to com« and 
buy from the greater Choice; as hath been manifeſt from many Inſtances; which is hard 
upon the Maker. 

2. Hereby the Merchants have their Parcels of Cloth laid up by the Packers againſt a 
Shippikg, which remain upon the Clothiers Acconnt, thereby beating down the Price in 
lth Parcels to ſupport the Work-people; and when the Shipping come, the whole Parcel 
ſold off #t that Price, and not the leaſt Advance made by the Merchant: Whereas, was fo 
great Quantities of Cloth bought by many Hands in the Publick Market, it would neceſſa- 
rily make ſome Advance upon Cloth, and our Monied Merchants, to gain that Advantage, 
would giways be a buying before-hand, 

. The Packer and FaQtor, to accommodate the Merchant, hath brought on a long 
Credit with Cloth ; and the Packer being under other Obligations, is always very tender of 
preſſing the Merchant for Payment, if his Conditions are not performed : Neither, indeed, is 
he a fit Perſon to be employed in the Sale of Cloth for a Clothier, having a nearer Intereſt 
of his own to prefer. 

4- The Packer being a Buyer of Cloth himſelf againſt a Shipping, is always a beating 
down the Price upon the Clothier, for his own Advantage; and the beſt Opportunities for 
Sales beſure will be reſerved for his own Goods, if not put oft by a better Sortment of the 
Clothier's. 

5. Hereby the Merchant having Opportunity to buy Cloth upon any day of the Week, 
the Clothier hath no Diſpatch in his Buſineſs, but remains twice as long in Town as in 
former days, when no Cloth was to be had at the firſt-hand, but at the publick Market, 
upon the uſual Market-days ; which kept the Merchant to a Diſpatch with the Clothier. 

The Conſequences of which hath been, that che Price of Cloth hath been beat down a 
third part, the Prices of Wages in the Country many times from Nine-pence to Six-pence ; 
beſides many Hardſhips to the poor Labourers, in gong Commodities upon them above 
the real Value, How far this Management hath afteQted the Country-Gentleman's Eſtate, 
he is now to make a Judgment. 

The PraQtice of our Twrkey-Merchants, for many Years paſt, in deferring their Shippings 
above two Years at a time, being added to this, (which was eminently made out by ſome of 
their own Members,) doth ſufficiently illuſtrate the low Prices of Wooll, and the Poverty 
of the Country. 

The Packers who have been intruſted with the Sale of the Clothiers Cloth, withour per- 
adventure were true to the Merchants Intereſt, otherwiſe they had never appeared ſo vi- 
gorous to ſupport their Pratice: And this being evidently fo, the Politick Timeing of their 
Shipping, hath eaſily procured Cloth upon their own Terms. In the Year 1675. the 
Clothiers Petitioned the Parliament againſt this Grievance, and it was then reſolved, That 
the Turkey Merchants ſhould ſend _ with the Woollen-ManutaCtures twice a Year to 
their reſpeQive FaQories : But the Order being not brought into a Law, through the riſing. 
of the Parliament, it was ſoon forgot, and worſe PraCtiſes uſed in that kind fince that time 
than was before, which we hope will now be redreſs'd by this Bill. 

But our Merchants and Packers now give out, that they will ruin the Clothiers of thoſe 
Counties that are the Promoters of this Bill, by getting ſome particular Counties excepted, 
a greater Kindneſs than the Clothiers themſelves deſired ; And 1n order hereto,they have prc- 
cured a Letter, from ſome few Clothiers of Oxfordſbire, to their Members, to dclire 


the ſame, which would be very unreaſonable, in that they are but one days Journey 

diſtant from this publick Market, and moſt other Counties above two. The next 

Exception is S»folkt Cloth, which hath been always ſold at Leaden-hall- Market, and is no 

way affeQted by this Bill; as alſo York-ſbire, when the Cloth of that County is Ship'd 

off at Hull, and none brought to Loxdon but what is bought 1n the Country, nyt is pro- 
r 


vided for in the Bill. The whole of which we humbly ſubmix go Mm Impa 
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